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As of July 15, 2007, 46 
SHAREholders are faithfully 
contributing $24,650 annually. 
 
Level A = 21 SHAREholders 
Level B = 15 SHAREholders 
Level C =   3 SHAREholders 
Level X =   7 SHAREholders 
 
The SHARE program now    
offers commitment periods of 
one year, two years or three 
years. 
 
Do you know someone who 
might be interested in the 
SHARE program? E-mail 
Marie at lanierm@sifat.org or 
call (256) 396-2015.    
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 SIFAT launched our new  
website during the last week of July. 
Featuring updated photographs and 
content, visitors to www.sifat.org will 
find valuable information about train-
ing opportunities, youth and children’s 
programs and short-term mission team 
availabilities.  
 The site, designed by Joseph 
Hamilton, now offers ways to become 
connected with SIFAT. You can join 
mailing lists for e-newsletters and   
updates. Visit our blog  for the latest 
SIFAT news releases, updates and  
accomplishments. Calendars allow you 
to see when events are happening on 
campus, when teams are traveling 
abroad and our training schedule. You 
can also make donations by using a 
credit card or PayPal account. 
 Please spend some time     
surfing our online presence. If you 
have comments or questions about the 
new site, please contact Marie Lanier, 
a t  ( 2 5 6 )  3 9 6 - 2 0 1 5  o r 
lanierm@sifat.org.  

Here are some of main topics on our 
new site: 
 
Youth and Children: 
· Learn and Serve  
· CARES 
· Retreats 
·  
Short-Term Missions: 
· Bolivia  
· Ecuador 
· Team Leader page with forms 
 
Training 
· Practicum information 
· Alumni updates 
· Seminars and Workshops 
 
International Campus in Alabama: 
· Retreats 
· Facilities Rental 
· Tours 
 
New Features 
· E-mail lists 
· Online donations 

 If you haven’t been to SIFAT’s campus lately, then 
you have missed enjoying some of God’s beautiful creation. 
This year, John Carr, our gardener, planted corn, cucumbers, 
okra, tomatoes,  peas, beans, squash, zucchini, sweet potatoes 
and chard.  
 The Learn and Serve students helped create new beds 
in the global village and picked fresh produce to supplement 
their meals each week during the Aldea Experience. The fresh 
vegetables add to our meals in the cafeteria. Visitors are sur-
prised and excited to know that much of our food comes from 
SIFAT’s campus. 
 Although the drought we are experiencing has lowered 
Mad Indian Creek, it is still a favorite spot on campus. Re-
cently planted pine trees are growing on the office side of the 
water. The creek banks are kept clean, and it is a gorgeous 
place on our campus. 
 Butterflies are beginning to flock to the butterfly gar-
den, while planters with red, purple and yellow flowers give 
color to the office and Village Store.  
 Come visit our campus. Tours are available for you or 
your group. Bring your fishing pole and spend the afternoon by the pond. Walk the nature trail and learn about local 
plants and herbs that grow here. Bring your children or grandchildren and play a game of soccer on our dirt soccer field.   

Volunteers Robert and Megan Elliott show some of the Learn 
and Serve students our community garden. After studying the 
way it was built, the students designed a similar garden in the 

Global Village’s South America area. 
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·  O u r  P r a c t i c u m    
teachers, students and 
staff. 

· Our short-term mission 
teams that will be  
traveling to Ecuador 
and serving. 

· Our CARES program 
as its fall season      
begins, and SIFAT has 
the chance to reach 
hundreds of students. 

· The SHARE program 
to continue growing 
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 Fall Practicum 2007 will begin 
Sept. 1, 2007. Forty-five students have 
been accepted from the following 
countries: Cameroon, China, the     
Dominican Republic, Ghana, Haiti, 
India, Kenya, Liberia, 
Myanmar, Nigeria, the 
Philippines, Rwanda, 
V e n e z u e l a  a n d           
Zimbabwe.  
 Unfortunately, 
we know that not all 45 will be able to 
secure the necessary paperwork and 
funding to allow them the opportunity 
to attend Practicum. Many of our    
potential students have visa interviews 
during July.  
 During the 10 weeks of     
Practicum, these students will be busy 
studying in self-help programs and 

Christian community development. 
Practicum will culminate with the   
annual graduation ceremony, which 
will be held Nov. 9, 2007.  
 Please join with us in praying 

for our potential students to 
secure visas and funding. 
During September and  
October, pray for our     
students as they learn   
practical skills to help the 

poor and to become equipped to share 
what they have learned after returning 
to their home countries. 
 If you would like to help with 
our Practicum students through    
scholarships or other ways, please  
contact Kathy (brysonk@sifat.org) or 
Yoll ie (concepciony@sifat.org). 
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Ecuador 
 This summer began with six holes and a trench dug for footers for the new church and offices connected to 
Mama Yoli’s House. Now, the first floor of this building has been poured, and teams will continue working on this 
building later this year. 
 Several of our teams have begun bringing the Gospel to El Roldos, a mountain similar to Atacucho. Although 
daycares are already built in this community, they do not teach a Christian curriculum. Our teams have hosted vacation 
Bible schools with these children to begin showing the love of Christ with these people. 

Bolivia 
 In Ixiamas, teams worked on the water system, installed a power system so the students have fluorescent lighting 
to finish homework at night, and 
worked on building a girls’ dorm/
training facility.  
 In Quesimpuco, a remote 
medical team hiked to outlying vil-
lages to provide medical services to 
people who normally are not able to 
see doctors and receive treatment. 
They also held Vacation Bible 
School for area children in Quesim-
puco and hosted a community meal. 

Learn and Serve 
 

 This summer, the campus has 
been taken over by our Learn and 
Serve (L&S) program. Youth groups 
from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, Mississippi and Texas have 
experienced what being a missionary 
“here. now.”  means.  
 Each week, our counselors, 
staff and guests have been able to 
worship, learn and serve. As students 
and adult chaperones leave, they ex-
citedly talk of the impact of their 
week here and returning next year. 
 Are you interested in coming 
for 2008? Go ahead and start making 
plans for your group to come!  
 To read more about this 
summer’s activities, visit the L&S 
webpage and blog at www.sifat.org/
learnandserve.  

Retreats 
 

 Do you need to get away 
from your daily life?  The fall is a 
great time to take a much needed va-
cation!  Our facilities are available 
for affordable retreats for your church 
or group!   
 Whether you listen to the 
constant rush of the Mad Indian 
Creek or hike our beautiful nature 
trail, our campus offers the perfect 
spot to seek solitude and experience 
God.  
 No group is too large or 
small. We offer retreats based on the 
needs of your group with available 
meals and programming to ensure a 
memorable experience. Contact Ha-
ley, lewish@sifat.org, to book your 
retreat today. 
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Each week, L&S students learn how to go out 
into their own communities to begin serving 

by serving people in Clay and Randolph  
counties. 

Seven of the eight SUVs used by Auburn UMC’s team are ready to begin the long journey 
to Quesimpuco. 


